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(excerpted from Deliverable 3, 9/3/19) 

PART III  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 
The Rio S.O.A.R. program met all eight program performance objectives. 

A. Academics  
 Evaluation Question 1: Have the homework assistance opportunities benefitted students? 

Evaluation Question 2: What evidence is there to suggest the afterschool program is having an 
impact on students’ reading outcomes? 
Evaluation Question 3: What evidence is there to suggest the afterschool program is having an 
impact on students’ math outcomes? 

 Evaluation Question 6: What is the level of stakeholder satisfaction? 
 
 1. Homework Assistance  

By all accounts, the Rio S.O.A.R. afterschool program was highly successful in providing 
homework assistance opportunities. Both PPO 4 and PM 1.2 were met.  The data shows that the 
students, staff and parents valued the role Rio S.O.A.R. provided in this regard (see Appendix 
and Outcome Evaluation question 1 section). Data indicates that students regarded homework 
assistance as a chief benefit of the program. The AIR Youth Motivation, Engagement, and Beliefs 
Survey Data Report shows the improvement in students who attended the program. In 
comparing the items related to homework (items 2-4) from the pre-survey to the post-survey, 
there was significant improvement in each category across the board. The classroom teachers 
rated regular attendees (PPO 4) at 92.5% satisfactory or above in homework completion 

 2. Achievement Data 
 In reading (PPO 1 and 5, PM 1.1 and 1.2), the program’s impact was notable, Rio 
S.O.A.R. met PPO 1, with 72.7% of the regular attendees achieving and SGP of 40 or higher on 
the STAR assessment.  Classroom teachers were well satisfied with the regular attendees’ 
performance (PPO 5 met with 92%). 76.8% of the regular attendees either maintained or 
improved their report card grades from the 1st to the 4th quarter. 33% of the 4th and 5th grade 
students improved the performance on the state test. (PM 1.1, see below for elaboration) 

In mathematics (PPO 2 and 6, PM 1.1 and 1.2), the data shows that PPO 2 was achieved 
by the program overall with 75.2% of the students meeting the objective on the STAR 
assessment. PPO 6 was likewise met with 92% of the staff rating regular attendees as 
satisfactory or above. Data from the state test showed 30% of the 4th and 5th graders improved 
their performance (PM 1.1 see below for elaboration). 75% of the regular program attendees 
either maintained or improved their report card grades from the 1st quarter to the 4th quarter. 

The attendance goals of PPO 3, PM 1.3, and PM 2.5 were met. 91.5% of the regular 
attendees met the 90% threshold of PPO 3, and 73.9% of the enrolled students attended Rio 
S.O.A.R. 30 days or more. 

The STAR scores were excellent overall, and clearly the staff was happy with the 
progress made by students who attended Rio S.O.A.R. If one looks at the AIR Youth Motivation, 
Engagement, and Beliefs Survey Data Reports (Appendix N), reading and math figures improve 
significantly from the pre-survey to the post survey. In the “Very Good (Above grade level 
standards)” column, for example, the percentages jump from 16.9% to 44.6% in reading, and 
from 15.8% to 40.8% in mathematics.  Some consideration is needed regarding report card 
grades and state test scores. In analyzing the report card grades, the evaluator noticed a high 
number of “A” and “B” grades. Rio Grande Elementary’s State Report Card data shows the 
school to be high performing in comparison to other schools in the district and region. Thus, a 
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high percentage of the improvements and declines were in small increments (“A-” to “B+” e.g.). 
Many of the more notable improvements came from lower-performing students. State testing 
results reflected this in measure, with three students moving up two levels on the reading test, 
for example. 4 of the 27 students that tested moved from either “limited” or “basic” to the next 
level or beyond in reading, and 4 of the 27 tested students moved up one level from “limited” or 
“basic” to “basic” or “proficient” on the math test. This meets the criteria of PM 1.1. The 
introduction of new and challenging material of course must be considered when evaluating 
report card grades and state testing results. 

All stakeholders valued the assistance Rio S.O.A.R. gave in academics. The program has 
clearly impacted students academically and has become an asset to student, teachers, and 
families.  

 
“Afterschool has been a great help with homework and extra studying in areas my child 

was behind in” – Parent 
 
“The students love the hands-on activities. This is a great way to extend their learning” – 
Afterschool Staff member 
 
“SOAR was a huge factor in contributing to the success of the students in the areas of 
reading and completing homework. Thank you!” – Day school staff member 

 
B. Positive Youth Development/Social-Emotional Wellness 

Evaluation Question 4: What impact have the youth development activities had on the 
social/emotional wellness of students? 

 Evaluation Question 6: What is the level of stakeholder satisfaction? 
 

The Rio S.O.A.R. program was successful in promoting the development and well-being 
of students. The AIR Youth Motivation, Engagement and Beliefs Data Report (Appendix N) 
results reflect the program’s positive influence on students’ in this regard (sections 5-10). In 
each of these items, the numbers improve favorably for Rio S.O.A.R. students. This is confirmed 
by the results of the Youth Development Student Asset survey results, with an average of 82.6% 
of the students overall responding positively to the 15 questions. The four applicable items 
(questions 1,2,4, and 5) reveal a disconnect in the students’ view of the program and their 
performance academically. Classroom teachers ranked regular attendees as “satisfactory or 
above” at a 94% for related questions, and parents were very pleased with the program, with a 
95% approval in related questions on the Parent Afterschool Satisfaction survey. 85% of the 
students surveyed on the Student Afterschool Satisfaction survey enjoyed the after-school 
special activities (item 8). A list of activities offered during the program was included in section I 
of this document.  

 
“I am overall very happy with the afterschool program. My son’s grades and attitude are 
much better because of it. Thank you” – Parent 

 
“Thank you! Before school time is also great.” – Parent 

 
C. Family Engagement 

Evaluation Question 5: What evidence is there to suggest that participation in afterschool parent 
engagement activities influence the parent’s ability to support their child’s education? 
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Evaluation Question 6: What is the level of stakeholder satisfaction? 
 

The S.O.A.R. program hosted two family engagements and participated in two larger 
engagements conducted by the Gallia-Vinton ESC (a program partner). The data shows that 
parents who attend the functions value the experience meeting PPO 8.  The program staff also 
designed a series of “take-home” packets for the families of each student, and this plus the 
“Parent Academies” met the goal of PPO 7. (PM 4.1 was met; see CAPA report for 
documentation). 96% of the parents surveyed (item 10 on the Parent Afterschool Satisfaction 
survey) were satisfied with the family engagements offered.  A total of 147 family members, 110 
students, and 78 parents attended the events. 

As a second-year program, Rio S.O.A.R. has been successful in establishing itself as a 
resource for parents who are engaged in their child’s education. As word spreads, more parents 
will take advantage of the program’s activities. 

 
  “You have done so much to help the families be involved. Thanks!” – Parent 
 
  “Thank you for all (of the) opportunities!” – Parent 
 
 


